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The Like Economy: social Buttons and the Data-Intensive Web

The article highlights the ambition of Facebook towards broadening into the entire web through centering on social buttons as well as creating a medium-specific platform evaluation. Social buttons have enhanced the engagement of diverse users of Facebook to various web economies. Like buttons of Facebook have improved data flows among multiple actors. The theme of improved online connectivity is apparent in the use of Facebook Likes Buttons. Contemporarily, users of the site utilize buttons along with associated social plugins embedded on the web to improve their connectivity – promoted social interactions of people.
The idea of technical infrastructure that enhances the ample functioning of Facebook is also addressed in the article. For example, the Open Graph system was introduced in 2010 to bolster external websites to effectively link to Facebook thereby creating social connections via external Like along with Share buttons (Gerlitz & Helmond, 2013). The developers of the platform have enhanced social web engagement by creating apps and buttons that render users with the ability to perform custom actions on available web objects. This has been a masterstroke of Facebook’s success.
The theme of connectivity is evident in using the social media platform of Facebook. It has furthered the engagement of different people in diverse locations. The platform has been designed to allow its users to easily embrace social interactivity. Facebook has put concerted efforts in providing its users with an environment of sociality as well as connectivity to develop an infrastructure whereby social interaction and user influences become converted into important consumer data (Gerlitz & Helmond, 2013). The social web forms an integrated data-intensive infrastructure conceptualized as ‘Like economy’ where socializing is of significance in generating user interactions which become converted into more comparable data forms and availed to other users for engagement.
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